
JOSEPH BOMBARDIER A TRUE CANADIAN INVENTOR

Joseph-Armand Bombardier was a Canadian inventor and businessman who was the founder reading[edit]. Lacasse,
Roger (). Joseph-Armand Bombardier: An Inventor's Dream Come True. Libre expression. ISBN 

Engines are cleaner and the average snowmobile now emits fewer decibels at full throttle from 15 metres away
than a household vacuum cleaner, Mr. He plans his company's survival by ending its dependence on
snowmobiles and creating new machines for new markets. But archivists say he was the first to commercialize
such a vehicle. Introduced in , the Muskeg " grassy bog " in Algonquian was an all-terrain model equally
suited to traversing swamp, sand or snow. But momentum is short-lived, halted prematurely by Canada's
declaration of war. He would build other models in subsequent years as demand grew, constantly trying to
improve the design. A lack of snow caused sales to plummet, and worse for Bombardier, governments had
begun to clear snow from country roads, which rendered the snowmobile obsolete. A concern through his
youth is the isolation of Quebec villages in winter, which prevented motorized travel. In , he tested the first
wooden prototype. His success flowed from his ability not only to respond to changing transportation needs,
but to create them â€” an inventiveness that gave rise to Bombardier Inc. Production even increases annually,
going from 27 units in to units in  His trials and research multiply, eating into his savings and attracting
mockery from observers when partial advancements end in failure. Its launch surprises and amazes everyone,
but Alfred Bombardier quickly orders it dismantled, concerned about the dangerous propeller. Boisjoli said.
Incorporation Despite the war and its many restrictions, Joseph-Armand tirelessly pursues his research, trials,
and inventions, and continues to submit patent requests in Canada and the United States. The first snowmobile
, the vehicle was steered by skis and could hold two or three passengers. It drives the track. The first B7
snowmobiles equipped with solid wheels appear in  The infernal engine Joseph-Armand takes great pleasure
in dismantling and reassembling Alfred Bombardier's car motor, so to keep him away from it, Alfred gives his
son an old Model T Ford motor considered "irreparable. Bombardier went on to build smaller snowmobiles
during the s and developed a new market for recreational products for one or two people. Bombardier sold
eight of them during his first winter of production and, a year later, received a patent confirmation for his
devices from the Canadian government. His parents, Anna Gravel and Alfred Bombardier, farmed and also ran
the general store. See Aerospace Industry. He likes new technology, he said. At 15, he assembled his first
snowmobile, propelled by a wooden propeller that threatened to decapitate passers-by at any moment. Sadly,
in January , their two-year-old son died of peritonitis because the family could not reach the hospital in time
â€” a development which, to Bombardier, underscored the need for effective winter transportation in rural
communities such as Valcourt. Thanks to these major discoveries, he can market more reliable,
higher-performance vehicles. He continued to study mechanics and electrical engineering at night school. The
entrepreneur is also aware of the fact that his vehicle's track shows weakness due to the lack of resistance in
the rod bolts. In , the company won the contract to manufacture subway cars for the Montreal Metro, and two
years later it purchased a majority stake in MLW-Worthington Ltd. From those humble but tenacious
beginnings, the plane and train maker we know today as Bombardier Inc. Mechanized toys As a boy,
Joseph-Armand shows remarkable curiosity for everything mechanical, disassembling and reassembling a
variety of mechanisms. He was very good at building mechanical things. After the war, business declined
when the Quebec government began clearing snow from secondary roads in  Year after year, he develops a
variety of prototypes by adapting automobiles. Joseph-Armand happily goes to work shortening the barrel,
modifying the firing system, cutting and polishing the butt, and changing the breech. Then, one night in
January, , his dream was crystallized by tragedy. He gave up trying to make a small, light vehicle for one or
two people. This was followed by toy tractors and boats he built for his younger siblings. Story continues
below advertisement The key component in the B7's traction system is the sprocket. The toothed wheel has
existed for centuries, but Bombardier put it to new use guiding a track over snow. Insurmountable obstacles
become challenges in the mind of Joseph-Armand. His reputation spread around the Eastern Townships and
people came from afar to consult him. Childhood[ change change source ] Joseph-Armand was born in in
Valcourt, Quebec. Joseph-Armand takes advantage of his seasonal business to put his genius to work seeking
a solution to snowbound winters.


